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The Honorable ‘Joe Yates
State Senator

711 S.W. 2nd
Bentonville, AR 72712

Dear Senator Yates:

_ ThlS is in response to your oplnlonA request which you
posed the following inquiry:

May schools establish sick 1leave banks or pools
whereby certified personnel may contribute certain
numbers of days of sick leave allowance to the bank
and members. of the bank may withdraw sick leave from
the bank when they suffer a catastrophic illness and.
have used up all their accumulated 1nd1v1dua1 sick -
1eave? ,

It -is the opinion of this office the answer to your
inquiry is yes. : |

- The Arkansas Legislature has addressed the subject of
teacher sick leave through the .Teacher's Minimum Sick Leave
law found at Ark. Stat. Ann.$380-1249 through 80-1255.5,

“(Repl. 1980) - That policy establishes the minimum number of
o .days of sick leave a teacher may earn and the p011c1es and
___regulatlons for admlnlsterlng such 1eave

RS Moreaver, -as ‘a part- of that act the Leglslature adopted-
*3Ark Stat. Ann. §80-1255.6 (Repl. 1980) which states:

The number of days of. 51ck leave provided by thlS'
act are minimum only, and nothing in this Act shall
- prohibit’ any school district from providing more
- days of sick leave or have a more liberal policy for'
admlnlstratlon of sick leave.

Therefore, it is the opinion of this office _the
Leglslature 1ntended to grant discretion to a local: district
© in establishing sick leave, once the minimum is attalned -and

, - the procedure to administrate such.
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